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under cold-weather crops was only forty-four acres, assessed at a little over E. 1 an acre. Under Mr. Davies's settlement fallowed hill land paid no rent, and every holder of rice was allowed a certain proportion of this hill land (varJsas) for rob or ash manure. When varJcas was cultivated it paid crop rates, and in some places Kathkaris (hill-men) were assessed at 12 annas the bill-hook (Jcoita). The effect of the revision was to reduce the assessment by 20 per cent, (from Es. 47,000 to Es. 37,000). Transit duties were abolished about the same time, and further relief was obtained by the writing off of large outstanding balances. Under these circumstances the condition of the tract of country rapidly improved, till in 1853-54 the rental had reached its former level of Es. 47,000, and only about 1,000 acres of arable land remained waste. Remissions also had fallen to an almost nominal amount. Under these circumstances, and inasmuch as access to the markets of Bombay, Panvel, Pen, and Kalyan was comparatively easy, any great reduction of assessment did not appear necessary. The rates proposed for rice, from Es. 4| to Es. 2 2a., gave an average of Es, 81, and a maximum of Es. 1:} on the small area of dry crop an average of about E. 1. These rates were subsequently somewhat raised. It was proposed to attach a certain portion of varkas to each rice holding, and charge for it whether it was cultivated or not. The villages were divided into four classes, and the assessments raised according to the proportion the vavkas bore to the rice land. In four villages in which the proportion of the former was unusually large it was proposed to continue the nangarlandi or plough-tax system. This was to be done also in the case of varlcas taken up for cultivation by ryots not holding rice land, and the bill-hook tax was to be continued; while with regard to the privileged class of Pandharpcshas a maximum rate was to be fixed, and the difference between that and the actual assessment remitted, the privilege ceasing on the death of the present holders of lands. The effect of these proposals would bo to lower the Government demand from Es, 50,740 to Es. 46,6*20, a reduction of about 8] per cent.
The Superintendent, the Collector, and the Revenue Commissioner did not agree with regard to some of these proposals, and Government in 1850 sanctioned only an experimental settlement.